
11 Aug 
1958 

Things are going well with me and Coretta. We have just returned from a vaca- 
tion in Mexico. It was wonderful indeed. 

My book, entitled Stride Toward Freedom will be out for sale about the first of 
September. In fact it will be on sale at the National Baptist Convention, It is pub- 
lished by Harper and Brothers. One chapter in particular will probably interest 
you. Namely, the chapter on my intellectual pilgrimage to nonviolence. Although 
you will probably disagree with many of our ideas I am sure you will have fun 
reading it because it is here that I get to discuss deep philosophical and theolog- 
ical matters that will not particularly interesting to the general public. So I wrote 
that chapter for you and the others for the masses. 

Yes Coretta does do a great deal of speaking. She has given women’s day ad- 
dresses for Williams in Denver, Burke in Detroit, Dayton and Birmingham. She is 
booked to be with Hicks in Columbus in November and also with Sandy Ray in 
Brooklyn in N~vember.~ She will be back in Detroit in October. I am sure that she 
would be very happy to serve you. Of course she likes to sing more than she likes 
to speak. It might be good for you to try the type of thing that Sandy Ray is at- 
tempting when she goes to him. She will speak on Sunday morning and will give 
a concert that Sunday evening. This gives her a chance to both sing and speak. 

Give my best regards to the family. I will look forward to seeing you in Chicago. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Mike 

MLKrmlb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 2 1 .  

3. King likely refers to Reverends M. C. Williams, New Hope Baptist Church; L. Juan Burt, Calvary 
Baptist Church; H. Beecher Hicks, Mt. Olivet Baptist Church; and Sandy F. Ray, Cornerstone Baptist 
Church. 

To Lillian Eugenia Smith 

I 1 August 1958 
Montgomery, Ala. 

King ash novelist and civil rights activist Smith to review Stride Toward Freedom. 
He sent similar letters to seuerul other witers and editors, including Benjamin Mays 
and Arkansas Gazette editor Hurry Ashmore.’ 

1 .  Mays, in his newspaper column, recommended that Stride be read by all Americans: “The book 
should be read because it is the first time in the life of this nation that nonviolence has been used on 
a large scale to achieve dignity and respect. . . . The Montgomery Story proves that resistance with love 
can work anywhere if the leadership is good and if the people are disciplined in love and good will” 
(Mays, “My View,”Pittsburgh Courier, 25 October 1958). Ashmore wrote that he found the book “re- 
markably dispassionate . . . much of it a simple and straightforward narrative.” He continued that 
King’s reflections “provide a revealing self-portrait of this symbolic ‘New Negro’ which is of more than 
transient importance” (Ashmore, “Martin Luther King, Spokesman for the Southern Negro,”New York 
Herald Tribune, 2 1 September 1958). 
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Miss Lillian Smith 
Old Screamer Mountain 
Clayton, Georgia 

Dear Miss Smith: 

In early September Harper and Brothers is publishing my book Stride Toward 
Freedom in which 1 have attempted to express the significance of the Montgomery 
struggle for both Negro and white Americans, especially its experiment in active 
nonviolence. 

A number of serious workers in inter-group relations who have seen the man- 
uscript feel that it is extremely important that the book be widely read for the 
contribution it can make in race relations. 

Knowing your interest in solving the moral and social crisis that confronts us, 
amicably and nonviolently, I am taking the liberty of making this request of you. 
Would you suggest to the editor of the book review section of The Los Angeles 
Times that they give you the opportunity to review the book for them? If it is pos- 
sible for you to fit this into your very busy schedule I will have the publishers to 
mail you an advanced copy. 

A review by you would uniquely stimulate interest and discussion and thereby 
materially aid in focusing the attention of thinking Americans on one of the ma- 
jor social problems of our day. 

Very truly yours, 
[signed] 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

MLRmlb 
Enclosure 

P.S. Enclosed is a list of some of the statements that have already been made 
concerning the book by prominent Americans.2 

With warmest thanks and cordial regards, 1 am 

TLS. LSP-GU. 

2. Among the prominent Americans who offered pre-publication praise of Stridewas James A. Pike, 
former Dean of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, who predicted that Stridewould become “a Chris- 
tian Classic,” combining “sound theology and ethics, realism about one of the most. . . pressing prob- 
lems of our nation, and the autobiography of a great man-indeed one of the greatest men of our 
time” (“Appraisals of Stride Toward Freedom,” August 1958). Also commenting positively on the book 
was Eleanor Roosevelt, who told a Harper & Brothers executive she found the book “most interest- 
ing,” but added that “there is so much more to be done that one almost forgets that there has been 
anyvictory” (Roosevelt to Cass Canfield, 15 August 1958). 
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